CLEMENCEAU

and Gambetta was striving to organise his countrymen for
resistance to the death; that from those dark days of 1871
onwards he had always vehemently adjured his countrymen
to make ready to resist coming invasion; that from August
1914 he had never failed to keep a stout heart himself and to
do his utmost to encourage his countrymen even when the
outlook was blackest for the Allies ; that he had ever been the
relentless denouncer of weakness and vacillation, as he foad
also been the unceasing opponent of pacifism, pro-Germanism
and treachery of every kind ; that now, therefore, when la
Patrie was in desperate danger, when Paris might yet be at
the mercy of the enemy, of whose hideous ruffianism they had
had such bitter experience, Georges Olemenceau was the one
man to take control of democratic and Eepublican France
in the interest of every section of the population. These
stirring memories of the past rose up behind Clemenceau in
the present.*

Thus it was that the new Prime Minister, coming down
from the Senate to read his Declaration to the National
Assembly, as the French custom is, was certain beforehand of
a cordial reception from the great majority of the Deputies.
What might happen afterwards depended upon himself and his
Ministry: what should occur on this his first appearance in
the tribune after nearly eight years of absence depended on
themselves. They took good care that, at the start at least,
he should have no doubt as to their goodwill. Only the
Socialist minority abstained.

The Declaration itself was worthy of the occasion, and it
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